.Three .of  these ‘‘undisturbed
reservoirs’’ of wildlife and plant-
life_are now’ part of the lower
campus; the other two lie in the’
hills"and’ canyon§ to the east:
A total of 370 acres have been
set asid
... ‘The Berkeley campus began
with a truly magnificent site,":
says campus architect Louis de
Monte, “and over the years, a
great. many people have done
rematkable things to preserve
‘e natural terrain and big open
spaces.- Only a few hundred feet
rom’: Sproul Plaza, “a’ student
:an find a quiet spot by a brook!
haded by trees where he can
hink, study or relax. The more
see .of other campuses around
he world,” he added, *‘the more’
leasedIamiobehere.’’;,
_In recent years; however,
‘apid expansion of campus build-"
ngs and roads has threatened
henatural areashere e
o Steps Taken

‘mended,

-~ Some 39 master's and doctoral -

mittee in 1966 stated, ““Today we
find the undeveloped lands on
the Berkelev camnus of the Up-
wversaty, suitable as ecolegicai
study areas. considerably dam-
aged but not hopelessiy icst
Gone are the brush rabbits. co-
Teys of guail, and tree irogs of
the jower Campus. The delicate
weh of living things in Straw-
berry Canyon itself has been
ITither disrupted. From the view-
parst of teacing and researcs in
seoiogy we have leost

Muer of value still rernzins. Zow-
ever, ang we must now take sieps
toprotectit.” )
in recommmending setling aside
#BE scres of campus propenty
@m Strawberry Canyon ior teach-
ing and research in ecology,
e report noted, “Two faciors
argue1n favor of (this preserve’s)
large sive. {1} Many of the lar-
ger anmimals require consider-
able space to maintain “popula-
tions at adequate leveis 10r sur-
vival. A pair of red-taiied hawks
may require a square mile, a
pair of foxes even a larger area.
(2) In view of the severe flood-
ing that is threatening the (cam-
pus), it is essential that severe
restrictions be imposed on fur-
ther comstructions amd paving
within the Strawberrv Canyon
watershed. Retention of the re-
Manmng iands in an unaeveloped
condition is the most economical
way to prevent further aggra-
vation of this serious problem.”

) Experimental Period

In December, 1967, the Cam-
pus Planning Committee recom-
and the Chancellor ap-
proved, " the establishment of
three “natural areas” and two
*‘ecological study areas’’ on the

.campus. This :approval was-giv-

en for an 18 month experiment-
al period only, subject to a num-
ber of conditions among which
was the requirement that the
Landscape Architecture Advi-
sory Subcommittee submit a re-
port on the usefulness of these
areas. - . .- . - }

During this time, some 5056 sig-
natures were obtained on peti-
tions and hundreds of supporting
letters received from . faculty,
students, and people in the Ber-
keley - community. This .spring,
the plan was finally. approved

" by the Chancellor;Here.are Somé .

of the findings in the report on
what purposes Strawberry Can- .
yon, the largest preserve,.serves:

Some 4374 students use the

canyon jn their classwork for
botany, biology, civil engineer-
ing, geology, entomology and
forestry, to mention just a few
departments. - ; .

theses have been based. at least -,

~ 18 ::month trial . period
_ cientific, publi

oologists - go~ to
0 observe®- California

! inpart, on these areas during the:)

Eecological
Stucdy Areas

N T

venue

quail and fence lizards; soil sci-.
entists examine the nitrogen-
lupine, forestry students look for
signs. of deer damage. Geology
students clamber over the cliffs

- tosee volcanicrock outecreppings; -

seismologists study faults. Grad-
uate students lie in the chapar-

Y

ral observing the behavior of

-,

r |
brown towhees and competition
among hummingbirds. .-
Parts of the south slope of the
canyon come' close to: being’ an
intact ecosystem with many .of ..
the organisms ‘interacting . as’
they did 100 years ago. Tt .is’
possible to study over 100 spe-
cies of wild birds, some 40 spe-

cies of mammals and 12 species
-of lizards and snakes, including
rattlesnakes. :
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